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December Meeting 
 

At our final meeting for the year, scheduled for Friday, December 3rd at 7:30PM at the Pleasant Ridge 
Community Center, Janet Macunovich will present “Growing Roses in the “Mixed Border”. Janet is a 
Master Gardener, lecturer, author and garden designer. She has been a professional gardener since 
1984. Janet and professional gardener and horticultural photographer Steven Nikkila, ran a gardening 
school from 1995-2008 and have taught gardening nationwide. Jointly, they publish an excellent up-to-
date horticultural electronic newsletter (weekly).  
 
Make sure to attend this last meeting of the year because it promises to be superb. Invite your family and 
friends, and remember that refreshments will be served.   
 
Roman Kwarcinski 
Editor 
 
 

 
Olympiad (HT, 1983 Introduction, 8.5 ARS Rating) 
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How Does My Rose Garden Grow 
 

                                                                                                         By Ron Loch (Consulting Rosarian & Judge) 

         
The 2010 growing season has ended and looking back on the new rose bushes I planted 

this year, they are: 
 
Sedona: Hybrid Tea, orange red in color, 2008 introduction and has not been rated. The 

plant is a slow growing one and grew to about 2 feet tall. It produced only a couple of blooms 
during the growing season. Will have to see how it survives the winter.  

 
Over the Moon: Hybrid Tea, apricot blend in color, introduction date of 2008 and has not 

been rated. The bush grew to about 3 feet tall and full. The blooms look colorful, medium in size 
with good form and substance. Maybe a good exhibition rose. Next year will tell.  

 
Distant Drums: (Picture below) Shrub Rose, mauve in color, 1985 introduction and rated 

8.0. The colors of mauve are eye catching. The blooms are in clusters of 2-3 and are about 2-3 
inches in diameter. The plant grew to about 3 feet tall and about 3 feet in diameter.     

                                                                                                                         
 
  

Hot Princess: Hybrid Tea, deep pink in color, with an introduction date of 2000 and 
rated at 7.9. It was planted last fall and grew well with big canes and large flowers. This spring 
after the pruning the plant was slow to grow and during the season it produced only a couple of 
canes and a few smaller flowers. It is a good exhibition rose if it survives the winter.  
 
 
The above evaluation is of my garden only. 



Page 3 of 8 

November Happenings in my Garden 
 
It is not winter yet!  I am actually working outside in this mild weather getting a head start for 
spring.  I’ve been  pulling off  black spotted  leaves  and  weeding.   I see a lot of new basal 
breaks from the roses and of course the weeds still keep coming.   My Passion Flower vine is 
nice and green.  I unhinged it from the fence and put my wooden lattice up behind it so it has 
something to climb on.   Most of the roses are tied up waiting for the ground to freeze so I can 
mulch them.  I mulch new roses and new perennials with pine bark mulch.   This is what I only 
do for winter protection.  I used the green plastic hardware cloth as collars around the roses like 
Lynne had showed us and stuffed them with mulch, but after cutting most of the roses down to 
the ground, I figured that was too much work and stopped doing it.   If I lose any roses I’ll just 
replace them.  There are always more roses I want and no room for them! 
 
Hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving with plenty of food to eat and gratefulness for the 
beautiful roses that we have had! 
 
Amy Geier-CR 
 

 
Rose Cuttings from my garden 
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Apricot Nectar 

 
 

 
Passiflora Maypop 
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THE GREAT NEWSPAPER COVERUP 
 
By Henry J. Suppan 
 
(This article is reprinted from The American Rose magazine, October 1979) 
 
Leaves are turning color. Frost soon will be in the air. The time has come again to start thinking of winter 
protection for your rose garden. In past years, you've hauled dirt, stored foam cones and bought plastic 
collars. Maybe you have even gone so far as to build an actual enclosure requiring carpentry and costly 
materials. All these methods of winter protection work, some better than others, maybe as well as but, all 
require a money investment and all take up valuable storage space for many months when not in use. 
 
I have a rose garden of over 200 bushes. For many years, come late October or early November, I had 
been carting out of the garage 200 foam cones and 200 bricks to hold down those cones. This task 
completed, I was forced to gaze upon a mini-graveyard of “cone head stones” until Spring, when the 
process would reverse and I would cart 200 bricks and cones back to the garage for storage.   There had 
to be a better way! 
 
For six consecutive Midwest winters, I have successfully put ecology to work in my rose garden by using 
an item all gardeners have and most throw away. In this age of “throw-away”, I concluded  there must be 
something I had that could be recycled for an easier, less expensive, discardable method of winter 
protection. Let me tell you about The Great Newspaper Cover-up! 
 
Step One. Four sheets of double wide newsprint will be needed for each rosebush you wish to protect. 
Lay the four sheets out flat on top of each other. Fold lengthwise in half. Now you have eight paper 
thicknesses measuring 12 x 30 inches. 
 

 
 
Step Two. Late in fall, prune taller bushes back to about 30 inches. This prevents long canes from 
whipping in the wind, perhaps causing loosening or root damage. Do not prune severely at this time. If 
some plants are wider or heavily caned, I gently band the canes together with a three-foot length of 
electrical conduit wire. 
 
Step Three. Now for the “Cover-up.” Snugly fit the newspaper strip unit, with the fold to the top, around 
the plant base. Overlap strip ends, and securely staple the lower portion at ground level with two staples. 
Then staple the upper portion. If the bush is extremely wide, two lengths of paper can be stapled together 
to form a longer strip. Next put a shovel or so of soil from in between the plants inside the strip circle, 
taking care not to expose surface roots. This soil gives additional bud union protection. To the top of this 
soil add an inch or so of mulch. I use ground oak leaves, but alternates include corn cobs, peat moss, 
cocoa or buckwheat hulls. Now, level entire rose bed with an inch or so of mulch. This will act as a cover 
to help insulate and protect root areas, from where soil was taken to protect bud union. Your winter 
protection is now complete! Newspaper strip units offer an advantage over just “hilling.” Because the 
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soil is held securely in place, less in needed and can be taken from the beds. Hauling and storage of 
extra covering soil is eliminated. 
 
To better assure winter survival in our Midwest area, all my bushes are planted with the bud union at least 
one inch below ground level. This deeper planting also allows for the use of excess top soil from between 
the bushes as filler along with a mulch (Step Three). To also assure survival and prevent tender new 
growth, fertilization should be stopped well before the end of the growing season. Caution must also be 
taken against starting winter protection too early. Initial hardening off must have been preceded by a 
freeze, before winter protection is begun. 
 
Aside from insulating and protecting root areas, the mulch bed serves a dual purpose for both winter and 
summer. When the strips are removed in spring, the soil and mulch around the canes is washed down by 
early rains or a hose, and evenly distributed. Without additional time or labor, your winter cover is 
converted to a summer mulch and is already in place for the new growing season. Used strips are easily 
disposed of and between season storage is eliminated. 
  
Remember that winter protection is not for “warmth,” but to shield the canes from hot winter suns and 
drying winds. Newsprint does a commendable job. The strips are sturdy through wind, rain and snow, and 
have not had to be replaced during the cover-up period. They tend to take on the color of winter grass 
and blend into the landscape. Strips can be folded while watching television or be made a project for the 
family to get involved in, including the kids.  

I no longer use or store cones and believe firmly in this method of winter protection. During the six years I 
have used newsprint, total loss has been minimal, only one or two bushes per 100 plants. With paper 
strips, I have found as much wood, or more, is salvaged per year, as compared with other protection 
methods. I’m pleased with the results of my experiment and delighted with the savings of energy, time, 
money and storage area. I rest my case in favor of The Great Newspaper Cover-up! 
 
 

 
& Let Freedom Ring (HT, 2005 Introduction, 7.9 ARS Rating) 

 
 
 



Page 8 of 8 

 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
 
Disclaimer: At the time of publication, the advice and information in this publication is believed to be true and accurate. The 
authors, editor, publisher and The Detroit Rose Society (DRS) cannot accept any legal responsibility for any errors, omissions or 
opinions that may have been made. The DRS makes no warranty expressed or implied, with material contained herein. 
Rose Lore is the Official Publication of the DRS. All articles in the Rose Lore may be used by any Rose Society or the media if full 
credit is given to the author, the Rose Lore and the DRS.  News or any item of interest concerning any member of the DRS should 
be forwarded to the Editor, Roman Kwarcinski, (rosered251@yahoo.com) or the President of the DRS, Rick Lozon, 
(ryzon46@hotmail.com).  
 

Membership Information: Jim Hill (586-977-7367), rosarian@wowway.com 


