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ANY MEMBER CAN ATTEND 

WRS BOARD MEETINGS!  

Contact Joel Weihe for location. 

A Monthly Publication by the Wichita Rose Society 

Affiliated with the American Rose Society 

A Brief Synopsis     

R 
ose Rosette disease is a virus or virus-like disease of roses which has become 

quite common in the Wichita area.  The vector or carrier is a microscopic eriophy-
oid mite which is blown by the wind into your garden from an infected plant.  The 

infected plant could be some distance away.  When the mite feeds on your rose bush 

the rose becomes infected with the disease.  There is no cure.   

The symptoms of rose rosette are aberrant 

growth often characterized by witches broom 
(often, but not always, red) see figure 2, exces-

sive thorniness, and rubbery thorns and canes.  
The growth is very weird and you will notice it.  
You should immediately remove the cane at the 

ground or bud union and bag it.  Watch for symp-
toms to reoccur.  Occasionally you can save a 

plant by removing the cane before the 
disease reaches the bud union or roots.  If 
aberrant growth reoccurs, you should re-

move the plant, bag it tightly and put it in 
the trash.  You should remove as many 

large roots as possible because they can 
sprout infected foliage.  This should be 
done with both grafted and own-root 

roses. 

Herbicide damage can look somewhat like 

rose rosette, and if you are aware of 
Roundup or some other herbicide being 
used where it could have drifted onto the 

rose, you can wait to see if new growth shows damage.  It can take up to a year for a 
rose to recover from her-

bicide damage.  It is al-
ways best to remove 
damaged canes to protect 

your other roses from 

potential infection. 

For more information on 
this disease, please join 

us for our next meeting 
on Tuesday, October 11.  
for guest speaker Bob 

Neier, K-State Research 
Extension Horticultural 

Agent presenting Rose 

Rosettes in full detail! 

What is Rose 

Rosette’s 

Disease? 

Information from www.wichitarosesociety.org 

Figure 2: Witches broom deformity on an infected 

Figure 1: Close up of diseased cane. 
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11 

• Special Guest Presentation on Rosette’s Dis-

eases by K-State Research Extension Horticul-

tural Agent, Bob Neier. 

• Tuesdays on the Terrace:  Hibiscus and Hurri-

canes' (at Botanica) featuring live music! 

Meeting Brief     

Refreshment Table 

From the President’s Desk 

Joel Weihe 

Greetings friends, 

The roses are big again - I love Fall! Both our gardens and our-

selves are so happy for this cooler weather after the scorcher of a 

summer we had just experienced. The USDA is going to have to 

change us to a zone 7 if this becomes a trend.  All of our roses 

survived but not so for all the other perennials. Some just simply 

burned up. But all that is behind us for now and winter is on the 

way and soon after comes spring. Spring is every gardeners favor-

ite time of year. 

Bob Burill organized and worked Senior Expo 2011 at Botanica. The 

WRS had a nice booth and talked to lots and lots of people about 

roses and gardening. It turned out to be a very nice public service 

from the WRS for our seniors - and for that I thank Bob. It was a 

lot of fun too! 

Coming up on the 22nd of this month is a fundraiser for Botanica. 

All the garden clubs and societies will have something going on 

including us. Bob will tell us more about this at the next meeting. 

See you all on the 11th! 

OCTOBER 

DRINKS— Mary Lou Klenda 

FOOD— Kay Case, Ina Pipkin, Gavin & Christy Rogers, 

and Cindy Vadakin 

DÉCOR— Vic & Carol Manke 

REFRESHMENT COMMITTEE: SUJA MATHEW—729.0740 

The home of Charmaine Nichols 

WRS will supply the name dish and beverages.  
Please bring one of the following 

Last name: A-M: Bring a dessert 
or roll. 

Last name: N-Z: Bring a side dish 
or salad.  

WRS Elections 

The Nominating Committee will be named in Octo-
ber, and the office candidates will be released and 
voted on at the November meeting.  Please be 
sure to attend both of these crucial meetings.  

Articles for the November issue of The Petal 
must be submitted by Nov. 2 to be published.  

Send to: Sally Duncan 

P.O. Box 3553, Wichita, Kansas 67201 

Or email ThePetal@wichitarosesocety.org  

Please bring 2 canned, or non-
perishable food items to donation in 

the WRS contribution for  

Kansas Food Drive! 
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● Bring potted roses or 
perennials you need to 
relocate to a new home 
for the Plant Exchange 
in the spring and sum-
mer months. 

  

● Be sure to only donate 
HEALTHY disease free 
plants, please! 

 

Joel Weihe  President  316.821.9437   

Suja Mathew  2nd Vice President 316.729.0740 

Cindy Howey  Secretary  316.445.2150  

Kay Case  Treasurer  316.685.1948 

Cindy Vadakin  Consulting Rosarian  316.258.1684 

   Coordinator 

Sally Duncan  Editor-Webmaster 316.943.8578 

Wichita Rose Society 

2011 Officers 

ARS Consulting  

Rosarians 

Bob Burrill  316.721.4688 

Kay Case  316.685.1948 

� kaycase69@gmail.com  

Pat Horbelt  316.636.4504 

� dhorbelt@cox.net 

Norma Kemp  316.722.0906 

� nkemp1@cox.net  

 

Betsy Latta  316.267.8602 

� pmlatta@cox.net  

Suja Mathew  316.729.0740 

� kansas_gardener@hotmail.com 

Mary Scheulen  316.524.3165 

� mscheulen@cox.net 

Cindy Vadakin  316.258.1684 

� cvadakin@cox.net 

Sally Duncan, Editor 

P.O. Box 3553 

Wichita, Kansas  67201 


